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secondly, that the Turks, far from attending to an object which so nearly concerns them, view the fate of Poland with perfect indifference ; that he was in Constantinople at                      m
the time of the first partition, and found them totally in-                      w
attentive to it. I do not choose to observe to him, as I might, that the situation of Europe is now materially dif-ferent, and that they will not want counsellors to point out the importance of the present moment After having said as much as was proper, and received his thanks for the communication, I take out a letter I had received from Madame la Marquise de la Montague, sister of Madame de Lafayette. M. de Thugut contradicts the account of ill-treatment, expresses the wish that they had never had anything to do with him, and assures me that Madame de Lafayette may leave the prison whenever she pleases, but that she must not be permitted to go backwards and forwards. I solicit his release, but find it is in vain. He says that probably he will be discharged at the peace ; to which I reply that I never had any doubt of that and had taken upon me long ago to give such assurances, but that I wish it were done sooner, and add that I am sure it would have a good effect in England, giving my reasons. He says that if England will ask for him they will be very glad to get rid of him in that way, and they may, if they please, turn him loose in London,"
"Spend the evening [December ipth] at Sir M. Eden's, where there is a large company. The Duke of Wiirtem-berg goes off to-morrow for Hamburg and London, to espouse the Princess Royal, on which subject we have a little badinage. They say he is ill-tempered, but he certainly has a good understanding. She also is said to be ill-tempered, and in that case they will have a rare manage. Mr. Bacon, who is just arrived from London, says that the nation is still in good spirits, and fears little from the    and another bloody, expensive campaign ; should you per-
